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Command Verb Explanation of term Examples - A brush

Analyse Produce a supported argument or conclusion on a subject by breaking 
the subject into suitable parts, based on the question. Investigate the 
main ideas and support with evidence before coming to a reasoned 
comment or conclusion.

Analyse which is more useful: a brush or a comb.

I think that a brush is better for my hair than a comb. This is because I 
have thick hair that takes a lot of effort to style and the comb often gets 
stuck, whereas the wider-set bristles of the brush can be pulled through 
my hair and smooth it with less effort. A brush is, therefore more useful 
for me.

For my brother, who has short, thin hair, a comb is better. It is 
particularly useful for him to use to achieve a straight parting. 
Consequently, I would say that a comb is more useful to my brother.

Therefore, both items can be very useful. In conclusion, I would say that 
a brush is slightly more useful, as it could be used by both my brother 
and I, whereas I could not use a comb.

Compare  
(sometimes compare 
and contrast)

State the similarities and differences between two things. Discuss the 
relevance or consequences of these similarities and/or differences, and 
comment on which is preferable.

Compare and contrast two different types of brush.

I have two different hair brushes. The first brush has a wooden-handle 
and a soft-head of bristles. The other brush I could use has a plastic 
handle with short, firm bristles. Both are good quality hair brushes. Their 
handles are smooth and lightweight. Both are fit for purpose and would 
be used when blow-drying hair. The brushes are similarly priced. The 
wooden brush cost £3.50 and the other cost £4. 

The main difference between the brushes is the head of bristles. The 
short, firm bristles are made of nylon and have a scratchy feel to them 
when I brush my hair. The soft bristles do not go easily through my thick 
hair so I have to allow more time and work harder to brush my hair.

New ‘Examinations Resource for Teachers and Assessors’ for Level 3 qualifications

The Resource for Teachers and Assessors document has been created as a tool to help teachers and assessors prepare their 
learners for the external examination. It will help to differentiate between the requirements of the command verbs in the 
short and extended response questions.



© VTCT Assessment Department 2018 3

Command Verb Explanation of term Examples - A brush

Describe Write about the subject giving detailed information, including relevant 
characteristics, qualities or events.

Describe a brush.

A brush has a handle and a head of bristles. The length of the handle, 
size and type of head will vary according to the purpose of the brush.  
There are many different styles and uses for a brush.

Evaluate Make a qualitative judgement or a conclusion about something, 
weighing up pros and cons and taking into account factors such as 
knowledge, evidence and reflective experience.

Evaluate the brush that you have chosen.

The long-handled wooden-brush that I have chosen to buy to use in the 
garden has a number of advantages over the plastic brush-head with the 
thin, metal handle.

The wooden-brush is hardwearing and, due to the way it is constructed, 
I will be able to repair it or buy replacement parts. It has a thick 
wooden-handle that is strong enough not to break if I was to tread on it 
accidentally. If I look after the brush, it could last me a lifetime.

The main weakness is the weight of the brush. It would mean that it 
would take more energy when using it to brush up the leaves in my 
garden. I will get achy muscles, so it could take me longer to complete 
the task. I would also need to wear gloves to avoid hurting my hands. 

Explain Make a subject clear to someone by adding more detail and relevant 
facts and by accounting for the purposes or reasons.

Explain some different types of brushes and why you have settled on 
your chosen brush.

Brushes can be made in many different styles and use a variety of 
materials. The design and material choice are reflected in the cost of the 
brush. Materials can be synthetic or natural. The choice of the material 
would affect the durability and lifespan of the brush.  

I have chosen a wooden pastry brush; the handle is made from olive 
wood and it has natural brush fibres. I chose it because I felt that the 
quality of the brush was most important. I know that this brush is more 
expensive and that I will need to be careful when washing it. However, 
despite these factors, I think that it is worth it.

Identify Establish who or what something or someone is.  Identify the object on the table.

The object on the table, with a handle and bristles, is a brush.
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Justify Give a reasoned explanation for actions or decisions made. Justify your choice of brush.

I have chosen to use a purple-coloured silicone brush, instead of a 
wooden-handled natural fibre brush, to apply egg-wash to pastry.  

I prefer the bright colour of the silicone brush. It has a really modern 
feel to it. I like to use kitchen gadgets that are easy to look after and the 
silicone brush is dishwasher safe.  

The brown wooden-brush does not match the colour theme for my 
kitchen. The wooden-brush cannot go in the dishwasher and I do not like 
spending time washing up by hand.

Outline Give an overview or general description of the main characteristics or 
key points of something but not the detail.

Outline a brush and its uses.

A brush is a tool; it has a handle and a block of bristles. It would be used 
to apply a liquid or a powder to a surface or for arranging hair.  

Summarise Sum up and put things into your own words; create a precis of the 
information discussed.

Summarise your research on brushes.

My research revealed that there are many types of brushes which can be 
used for hundreds of different jobs. They generally consist of bristles and 
a handle of some kind. They were first used as early as 250,000 years 
ago, to apply pigment to cave paintings. Today, a brush is still one of the 
most basic and versatile tools in use. 


